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PREPARATION OF OPER'ATING ROOM SUPPLIES
AND THE OPERATING ROOM IN
HOSPITALS "AND HOMES.
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. (Contiriued I'rom page‘ 371) L.
PREPARATION oE THE OPERATING RooM IN
PRIVATE HoMES. :

Only A’ cases of emergenc1es should operatrons
be performed in a private home, as {oo great’ risk
-is attached thereto.

Under any ‘condition a: trained, competent
nurse should- besecured and allowed full ‘liberty
to" arratge-for- the’ operatron in ‘the best way ‘pos-
sible. She should be given at least 24 hours for
“the preparations, and should consider it a grave
‘duty to -supérintend the heayy- cleaning “of the
‘Yoom, etc., and should not hesitate to part1c1pate
in’ the Work if necessary

As we rarely see in any home a perféctly clean
and hght kitchep, it “would make a VETy ' poor
opera.tmg room. A famlly too poor to have a fire
in dny other room in the* House, would ‘ do - far
‘better to convey the patient to a hosp1tal Still,
we meet with cases far outrin the’ country, in a
small log-cabin, perhaps, where we simiply have
to operate to save the pat1ent’s life, and working,
as we then do, under hard difficulties,” we are
forced to submit to almost everything. - In such
cases it is advisable for the doctor and murse to
bring all necessary articles _required for the
operation. ‘If the family 'is" in better circum-
stances, and the nurse given ample time to
prepare, she should select a medium sized room,
light, and well ventilated, and, if possible, with
‘a-north window. =~ The room should be" prepared
in the following manner. Dismantle the room
of all its furniture and ornaments, then wash the
ceiling and walls, if papered, with cornmeal or
stalé bread, which afterward is carefully collected
and burned. If the room is painted, wash first
with 5 per cent. -Sol. Platt’s Chloride or Carbolic
Acid,” then with ‘hot soap suds, and finally dis-
infect a.gam with above mentioned solutions. All
wood work should be cleaned and’ disinfected in
the same manner, and the window panes polished
with 2 per cent.

All cracks in the walls and celhng should be
pasted’over, either with wall paper in the same
pattern, or plain white paper, if the walls are
painted. Newspaper should never be used. -

A bright fire should be llghtecl in. the room for
ventilation, and to absorb all moisture present.

Select three large kitchen tables, or five small

- roon.

~that has been disinfected,

-been careful in the sterilization.
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ones that are plain, and make them surgically
clean previous to bringing them into the operating
Spread on the floor (tiear a north window,
if possible), a piece of oil-cloth, 72 by go inches,
cover "this with' a
bichloride -sheet, and place the operating table,

‘ - either one laige, or two-small ones; on this.
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" To the right, place another large or two small

“tables ‘for the sponges, instruments, .ligatures,

dressings,-etc. ; in fact, everything needed, and at

. the other end of the room-place the third large

table for thereceptacles necessary for cleaning the
hands. . Then cover everything with bichloride

"sheets in the evening, and. let, the operating room

be closed for the mght While the - cleaning is
attended to the nurse can be’ sterilizing water and
all clothing to'be used. .

Select two perfectly clean wash’ b011ers, or, other

large receptacleb, strain and sterilize the- water-as
“mentioned in chapter on solutions;’ then *coVér

the receptacles first with a bichloride  towél,

~secondly with the lid, ;and lastly .with -another
,bichloride towel, and ‘bnng “the. water - into rthe
‘operating room, where it is in no danfrer of’ 1ts

being touched. .

The clothing is best sterlhzed ina steam, bo1ler
or a large kettle, in which three bricks haye: been
placed standing, and enough water, to coyer the
half way; on the bricks are' placed a perforate
board or a large colander, on this the clothing’is
put, and allowed to remain under cover for one
hour and thirty -minutes, then it--is" removed
and stored in an antlseptlc wash tub, 11ned wrth a

-bichloride sheet, and carefully Covered with' an
‘additional b1chlor1de sheet.
‘also be stored in the operating room, and wé shall

The clothes should

find them dry the next r'normng if -the nurse’ ha's
Under no con-
ditions should the clothing be baked in the oven,
and be considered sterilized, as too:strong heat

.will burn them,  and too - weak; heat; does not
.render them sterile. Tt

o
- Three pitchers, two ﬂa,l: dls,hes for.the instfu-
ments, and five or more, bowls ;are" needed the
anumber depending- on the process the . surgeon
uses for sterilizing the ha.nds T T
Three slop pails are needed-for. soﬂed water,

‘etc., or else the wash tub that conta.med the

clothmg can be used for that purpose when
‘empty.

After the patiént has been prepared ‘the nurse
‘should get a good hight’s sleep, unless the patient
requires hér attention,-as’a rested nujise is more
-alert and useful at" the’ operatlon than ‘one worn
out and sleepy.’ ~ Furthermore! the family and
the surgeon-must take into consideration the hard
task of watchfulness that lies before "the nurse
the first few days after an operation, and for the
welfare of the patient allow her the rest.
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